A new genus and species of diphyllidean, Ahamulina catarina n. gen. n. sp., is described from the polkadot catshark, Scyliorhinus besnardi, from Santa Catarina, Brazil. The new genus exhibits apical organ armature that is unique among diphyllideans in the arrangement and shape of the apical hooks as well as in the lack of lateral hooklets. The taxon also exhibits a bipartite cirrus sac. This is the seventh diphyllidean reported from a shark, and the third reported from a catshark suggesting that the dearth of cestode data for these particular sharks belies the true extent of diphyllidean diversity they host.
Introduction
The order Diphyllidea currently includes a total of 45 valid species (see Tyler 2006; Kuchta & Caira 2010; Rodriguez et al. 2011; Ivanov & Caira 2012) . Given that all species originally placed in Macrobothridium Khalil & Abdul-Salam, 1989 (Tyler 2006) , the lack of fully mature specimens led Faliex et al. (2000) to suggest that such batoids likely represent unsuitable hosts for this species.
